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The Meaning of the Temptation. What was the meaning of the three-fold 
experience of temptation through which Jesus passed? The answer to this 
question will depend largely upon the position in which the temptation is sup- 
posed to stand in his life. The idea which Luke had concerning this is worth 
considering, because Luke is the most reflective of the Synoptics. With the 
23d verse of the third chapter he begins his account of the public ministry of 
Jesus. He introduces it with the genealogy and then follows the temptation as 
the first event in the active and public life of Jesus. This is very signifi- 
cant for by thus placing this event he seems to imply that this experience is to 
be explained from the point of view of the public ministry of Jesus. It marks 
the settlement of his plan of work for men. The three temptations looked to 
that and defined it. They are then to be interpreted as follows: 

1. Jesus is brought face to face with this question in the first temptation: 
" Shall I work for men's bodies or men's souls? Shall food or faith be the mo- 
tive and end of the endeavor? " It is a temptation to satisfaction in an inferior 
ideal of man's salvation. It has no reference to satisfying the hunger of Jesus. 
That hunger was the starting-point and suggestion merely of the larger ques- 
tion. 

2. The next question that comes to the front is this: "Shall this salvation of 
man be accomplished through material power?" Shall the Christ rule from 
Jerusalem over the earth in the splendor of merely earthly grandeur and con- 
strain obedience after the manner of the prophecy in Psalm 2 ? Here by re- 
jection of this suggestion the purpose is definitely fixed to use spiritual means 
to accomplish a spiritual ideal and end. This is a step forward. 

3. A third and final test is now made. Here the question is, "What is to be 
the attitude of Jesus toward the Father in all this work? " Is he to take mat- 
ters into his own hands counting upon the Father's concurrence in all his ac- 
tivities ? Is he to presume to carry out this plan from himself as a centre ? To 
this test the response comes, "Thou shalt not tempt the Lord thy God." 
Jesus' activity was to be ever in subordination to the Fatherly guidance and 
suggestion. The whole plan in its ideal, its means, its details was divine and 
Jesus recognized himself as seeking constantly and carrying out faithfully the 
will of his Father. 

This view gives a simple, intelligible and satisfactory interpretation of the 
three temptations of Jesus. It explains the position of the account in Luke's 
narrative. It does more. It explains the order of the experiences as given by 
Luke. There is a climax which does not appear from Matthew's arrange- 
ment. First the ideal is tested and revealed, then the means of carrying it 
out, then the ruling spirit and principle of the whole endeavor. G. S. 



